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in the world and mixed with clever people, but all the
time they were thinking of their own affairs. As if a
man's soul were not too small to begin with, they have
dwarfed and narrowed theirs by a life of all work and no
play; until here they are at forty, with a listless atten-
tion, a mind vacant of all material of amusement, and
not one thought to rub against another, while they wait
for the train. Before he was breeched, he might have
•clambered on the boxes ; when he was twenty, he would
have stared at the girls ; but now the pipe is smoked out,
the snuff-box empty, and my gentleman sits bolt upright
upon a bench, with lamentable eyes. This does not
appeal to me as being Success in Life.
But it is not only the person himself who suffers
from his busy habits, but his wife and children, his
friends and relations, and down to the very people he
sits with in a railway-carriage or an omnibus. Perpet-
ual devotion to what a man calls his business, is only
to be sustained by perpetual neglect of many other
things. And it is not by any means certain that a
man's business is the most important -thing he has to
do. To an impartial estimate it will seem clear that
many of the wisest, most virtuous, and most beneficent
parts that are to be played upon the Theatre of Life are
filled by gratuitous performers, and pass, among the
world at large, as phases of idleness. For in that
Theatre, not only the walking gentlemen, singing cham-
bermaids, and diligent fiddlers in the orchestra, but
those who look on and clap their hands from the
benches, do really play a part and fulfil important
offices towards the general result. You are no doubt
very dependent on the care of your lawyer and stock-
broker, of the guards and signalmen who convey you
rapidly from place to place, and the policemen who

